CANDIDATE FOR: VILLAGE TRUSTEE

Mary Schilitt ;

PLEASE TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF (FAMILY,
WORK, HOW LONG YOU'VE LIVED IN KEWASKUM).
My husband Jim and | have been married for 30 years. We have

lived in Kewaskum since 2017, but my love for this community
started long before our move. We have worked, played and
shopped here for many years.

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR VILLAGE TRUSTEE AT THIS TIME?
Kewaskum provides a wonderful quality of life for its residents and | would look forward to

preserving that quality of life while working hard to provide positive leadership and fiscally
responsible services. | love this community and want to serve here in any way that | can!

WHAT EXPERIENCE OR SKILLS DO YOU BRING THAT WOULD HELP YOU SERVE
EFFECTIVELY ON THE VILLAGE BOARD?
My work as Washington County’s Chief deputy Clerk has given me a background in government

operation has been valuable to the Village of Kewaskum in my previous term as Trustee. | have
seen the positive impact of defining strategic priorities, and applying those priorities to the
budgeting process. Prior to working for the County, | was a Church Administrator for 15 years. |
was part of a team that helped navigate economic ups and downs.

WHAT ARE THE TOP ONE OR TWO ISSUES FACING THE VILLAGE OF KEWASKUM RIGHT NOW?
As the Village grows, it's important to keep sight of maintaining the small-town character that we

all enjoy. Additionally, the Village is not immune to the current economic and employment
challenges. It will take good people working together and making thoughtful, and sometimes
difficult decisions, to ensure that we maintain the wonderful quality of life we currently enjoy.

WHAT WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO ACCOMPLISH DURING YOUR TERM IF ELECTED?
In addition to balancing economic growth with the current quality of life, | look forward to

continuing to serve on the Library Board as the Kewaskum Library continues to grow and
prosper.
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HOW DO YOU APPROACH DECISIONS INVOLVING THE VILLAGE BUDGET, TAXES, AND
SPENDING?
It's important to ensure that the greater good of the community is always front and center when

making decision involving budget, taxes and spending.

HOW DO YOU PLAN TO LISTEN TO AND COMMUNICATE WITH RESIDENTS ONCE ELECTED?
| would welcome phone calls, emails or a personal conversation with any constituent. Also, listening

sessions are crucial for any issue affecting the community. The public’s involvement is important as
the Village grows and prospers.

HOW WOULD YOU HANDLE DISAGREEMENT—EITHER AMONG TRUSTEES OR WITH RESIDENTS
—ON IMPORTANT ISSUES?
Listening is key! It gives me the ability to weigh different perspectives and make sound decisions.

WHAT DOES TRANSPARENCY IN VILLAGE GOVERNMENT MEAN TO YOU IN PRACTICE?
In practice, it's important to keep residents informed about what’s happening in the Village through

social media and press. In addition, Board meetings are now being live streamed and those videos
are made available to everyone on the Village website.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT LIVING IN KEWASKUM?
| enjoy our unique shops and restaurants, our parks, and being a part of special events when the
Village comes together to support a cause.

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE RESIDENTS TO KNOW ABOUT YOU AS A
CANDIDATE?
My heart is to serve the Village of Kewaskum to the best of my ability, always striving to make sure

our residents have reliable services, infrastructure and an atmosphere in which to thrive.



